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SUBJECT: OAS GENERAL ASSEMBLY - PANAMA TREATY NEGOTIATIONS 
USDEL - D-4 

1. PANAMA CANAL TREATY NEGOTIATIONS WERE TAKEN UP AT 
OASGA CLOSED SESSION MAY 10. 

2. DISCUSSIONS OPENED WITH A STATEMENT BY SECRETARY OF 
STATE KISSINGER BRIEFLY SUMMARIZING THE STATUS OF NEGO- 
TIATIONS, REITERATING U.S. COMMITMENT TO THEM, RECOGNIZING 
THEIR IMPORTANCE TO THE HEMISPHERE AS A WHOLE AND 
EXPRESSING HIS AND THE PRESIDENT'S PLEASURE AT THE PRO- 
GRESS ACHIEVED. HE SAID THAT THIS WAS A DOMESTIC PROBLEM 
IN THE UNITED STATES, THAT A TREATY COULD BE THWARTED BY 
ONE VOTE MORE THAN ONE-THIRD OF THE SENATE. HE ACKNOW- 
LEDGED PANAMA S PATIENCE AND COOPERATION INDICATING THAT 
NEGOTIATION WAS CAREFUL AND METHODICAL BECAUSE THE TWO 
COUNTRIES WERE CREATING A WHOLE NEW RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN 
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TWO SOCIETIES. HE THEN READ A BRIEF JOINT REPORT ON THE 
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STATUS OF NEGOTIATIONS PREPARED EARLIER BY PANAMA AND 
THE U.S. (STATEMENT TRANSMITTED BY USIA-DTS MAY 1 1). 

3. SECRETARY WAS FOLLOWED BY PANAMA S OAS AMBASSADOR PITTY 
(IN ABSENCE OF PANAMA FOREIGN MINISTER TACK). PITTY SAID 

THIS WAS THE FIRST TIME OAS HAD DISPLAYED OFFICIAL AWARE- 
NESS OF PANAMA PROBLEM SUBSEQUENT TO RESOLUTION OF APRIL 
1964 NOTING CIRCUMSTANCES WHICH GAVE RISE TO IT. HE NOTED 

FORBEARANCE, PATIENCE AND MATURITY OF PANAMANIAN PEOPLE 
WAITING ELEVEN YEARS FOR ACTION AND EXPRESSED HOPE THAT 
THE NEXT COUPLE OF MONTHS WOULD SEE PROGRESS AND PRODUCE 
DOCUMENTS WHICH GIVE EXPRESSION TO PANAMANIAN ASPIRATIONS. 
HE THEN ENDORSED THE JOINT STATEMENT READ BY THE SECRETARY 
AND CALLED FOR A PROMPT SETTLEMENT OF OUTSTANDING ISSUES. 

4. COSTA RICA INTRODUCED A RESOLUTION WHICH TOOK NOTE 
OF THE JOINT DECLARATION OF U.S. AND PANAMA SUBMITTED TO 
THE OAS IN 1964 AND THE JOINT STATEMENT OF PRINCIPLES 
SIGNED IN PANAMA ON FEBURARY 7, 1974 AND EXPRESSING THE 
HOPE THAT THE NEGOTIATIONS ARRIVE AT A PROMPT CONCLUSION 
WHICH IS JUST AND EQUITABLE AND ELIMINATES THE CAUSES OF 
CONFLICT BETWEEN THE TWO COUNTRIES. THIS WAS SUBSEQUENTLY 
AMENDED TO INCLUDE A REFERENCE TO THE SATISFACTION OF THE 
ASSEMBLY AT THE PROGRESS IN THE NEGOTIATION REPORTED BY 
THE TWO PARTIES. 

5. ALL OF THE COUNTRIES REPRESENTED AT THE MEETING WITH 
THE EXCEPTION OF BARBADOS AND HAITI SPOKE, REGISTERING 
THEIR APPROVAL OF THE PROGRESS BEING MADE AND NOTING NEED 
FOR PROMPT CONCLUSION OF NEGOTIATIONS. THE RESOLUTION 
WAS APPROVED UNANIMOUSLY. FYI: THE U.S. HAD SEEN AND 
APPROVED A COPY OF THE DRAFT RESOLUTION BEFORE IT WAS 
SUBMITTED. END FYI. INGERSOLL 
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